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History of Modern War

Clusters:

- Theorizing War in History (10)

- Dawn of Modern War — 1756 to 1815 (9)
- Thirty Years War — WWI & 11 (15)

- Nuclear Age (4)

- Colonial / Guerilla Wars (8)

- Wars of Genocide & Ethnic Cleansing (6)
- American Way of War (15)

Theorizing War in History: (10)
Bourke, Joanna, Intimate History of Killing (Basic Books, 1999)

Thucydides, History of the Peloponnesian War, trans. by Kagan or Strassler and Hanson
Clausewitz, Carl von. On War. Ed. and trans. by Michael Howard and Peter Paret. (1976)
William McNeill, The Puruit of Power (1982)

Makers of Modern Strategy from Machiavelli to the Nuclear Age (1986) ed. Peter Paret,
Gordon A. Craig, and Felix Gilbert.

Huntington, Samuel P. The Soldier and the State: The Theory and Politics of Civil-
Military Relations. Cambridge: Belknap Press of Harvard University Press, 1957.

Mahan, Alfred Thayer. The Influence of Sea Power Upon History, 1660-1783. (Boston:
Little, Brown, 1890)

Sun Tzu. The Art of War. Tr. by Samuel B. Griffiths. (Oxford University Press, 1963)

Tilly, Charles. Coercion, capital, and European states, AD 990-1992. (Oxford
University Press, 1992)

Biddle, Stephen. Military Power: Explaining Victory and Defeat in Modern Battle.
Princeton: 2004

Weigley, Russel. The Age of Battles: The Quest for Decisive Warfare from Breitenfeld to
Waterloo. Indiana University Press: 1991

The Dawn of Modern War: The Napoleonic Wars (7)



Luvaas, Jay, ed. and trans. Frederick the Great on the Art of War. New York: Free Press,
1966

Rothenberg, Gunther E. The Art of Warfare in the Age of Napoleon. (Indiana University
Press, 1978).

Blanning, T.C.W. The French Revolutionary Wars, 1787-1802. (Hodder Arnold, 1996)

Forrest, Alan. Napoleon’s Men: The Soldiers of the Revolution and Empire. (2006)
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Zamoyski, Adam. Moscow 1812: Napoleon’s Fatal March. (Harper, 2005)

Epstein, Robert M. Napoleon’s Last Victory and the Emergence of Modern War.
(University Press of Kansas, 1995)

Kagan, Frederick W. The End of the Old Order: Napoleon and Europe, 1801-1805.
(Perseus Books Group, 2006)

Thirty Years War: WWI & WWII (15)
Audoin-Rouzeau, Stephane and Annette Becker. /4-18: Understanding the Great War.
Hill and Wang, 2003

Strachan, Hew. The Outbreak of the First World War. Oxford; New York: Oxford
University Press, 2004

Stevenson, David. Cataclysm: The First World War as Political Tragedy. Basic Books,
2004

Roshwald, Aviel. Ethnic Nationalism and the Fall of Empires: Central Europe, Russia,
and the Middle East, 1914-1923. London; New York: Routledge, 2001

Fussell, Paul. The Great War and Modern Memory. New York: Oxford University Press,
1975.

Craig, Gordon A. The Politics of the Prussian Army, 1640-1945. New Y ork: Oxford
University Press, 1964

Posen, Barry R. The Sources of Military Doctrine: France, Britain, and Germany

Between the World Wars. Cornell Studies in Security Affairs. Ithaca, NY: Cornell
University Press, 1984

Beevor, Antony. Stalingrad: The Fateful Siege, 1942-1943. New York: Penguin, 1998.

Chickering, Roger, et. al. (eds.) A World at Total War: Global Conflict and the Politics of
Destruction, 1937-1945. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2004.



Weinberg, Gerhard. 4 World at Arms: A Global History of World War II. New Y ork:
Cambridge University Press, 1994.

Glantz, David and Jonathon House. When Titans Clashed: How the Red Army Stopped
Hitler. Lawrence, KS: University of Kansas Press, 1998

Hastings, Max. Bomber Command: The Myths and Realities of the Strategic Bombing
Offensive 1939-45. Delacorte Press, 1979

Overy, Richard. Why the Allies Won. (Norton & Company, 1997)
Wright, Gordon. The Ordeal of Total War. (1968)
Ferguson, Niall. The Pity of War. (1999)

Nuclear Age (4)

Freedman, Lawrence. The Evolution of Nuclear Strategy. 2nd ed. London: MacMillan,
1989

Kaplan, Fred. The Wizards of Armageddon. (1983)
Gaddis, John Lewis, Strategies of Containment (OUP, revised and expanded, 2005)
Crane, Conrad. American Airpower Strategy in Korea, 1950-1953. (1999)

Colonial/Guerilla Wars (8)

Mao Tse Tung, On Guerrilla War (various editions)
Fanon, Franz, Wretched of the Earth (Grove, 1963)
Horne, Alistair, 4 Savage War of Peace (Pan, 2002)

Hull, Isabel. Absolute Destruction: Military Culture and the Practices of War in Imperial
Germany. Ithaca and London: Cornell University Press, 2005

Robert Taber, The War of the Flea (Potomac Books, 2002)

Shy, John and T W Collier, ‘Revolutionary War’ in Makers of Modern Strategy
(Princeton 1986) (Chap. 27)

Peter Paret and John W. Shy. Guerillas in the 1960’s, 2d ed. New York: Praeger, 1962



Furedi, Frank, Colonial Wars and the Politics of Third World Nationalism (1B Tauris,
1994)

Wars of Genocide & Ethnic Cleansing (6)

Bartov, Omer, Germany’s War and the Holocaust: Disputed Histories (2003)

Bloxham, Donald. The Great Game of Genocide: Imperialism, Nationalism, and the
Destruction of the Ottoman Armenians. Oxford; New York: Oxford University Press,
2005

Gellately, Robert, and Ben Kiernan, eds. The Specter of Genocide: Mass Murder in
Historical Perspective. New York: Cambridge University Press, 2003

Naimark, Norman M. Fires of Hatred: Ethnic Cleansing in Twentieth-Century Europe.
(2002)

Malkki, Liisa H.Purity and Exile: Violence, Memory, and National Cosmology among
Hutu Refugess in Tanzania. Chicago; London: University of Chicago Press, 1995

Mamdani, Mahmood. When Victims Become Killers: Colonialism, Nativism, and the
Genocide in Ruanda. Princeton: Princeton Universit Press, 2001

American Way of War (15)
Weigley, Russell F. The American Way of War: A History of the United States Military
Strategy and Policy. Enlarged Edition. Bloomington: Indiana University Press, 1984.

Millett, Allan R. and Maslowski, Peter. For the Common Defense: A Military History of
the United States of America. 2d ed. New York: Free Press, 1994

Boot, Max. The Savage Wars of Peace: Small Wars and the Rise of American Power.
Basic Books (2002)

Shy, John. A People Numerous and Armed: Reflections on the Military Struggle for
American Independence. New York: Oxford University Press, 1976.

Hagerman, Edward. The American Civil War and the Origins of Modern Warfare: Ideas,
Organization, and Field Command. Bloomington, IN: Indiana University Press, 1988.

Hattaway, Herman and Jones, Archer. How the North Won: A Military History of the
Civil War. Urbana: University of Illinois Press, 1983.

McPherson, James. Battle Cry of Freedom: The Civil War Era. New York: Ballantine,
1988.



Royster, Charles. The Destructive War: William Tecumseh Sherman, Stonewall Jackson,
and the Americans. (Knopf: 1991)

Forster, Stig and Nagler, John, eds. On the Road to Total War: The American Civil War
and the German Wars of Unification, 1861-1871. Cambridge University Press: 2002
Doubler, Michael D.

Closing with the Enemy: How Gls Fought the War in Europe, 1944-1945. Lawrence,
KS: University Press of Kansas, 1994.

Bergerud, Eric M. The Dynamics of Defeat: The Vietnam War in Hau Nghia Province.
Boulder, CO: Westview Press, 1991.

Clodfelter, Mark. The Limits of Airpower: The American Bombing of North Vietnam.
New York: Free Press, 1989.

Krepinevich, Andrew. The Army in Vietnam. Baltimore, MD: Johns Hopkins University
Press, 1986.

McMaster, H.R. Dereliction of Duty: Lyndon Johnson, Robert McNamara, The Joint
Chiefs of Staff, and the Lies that Led to Vietnam. New York: Haper Collins, 1997

Herring, George C. America's Longest War: The United States and Vietnam, 1950-1975.
New York: Wiley, 1979



