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Slavery in the Colonial Period to the Early Republic  
 
Ira Berlin, Many Thousands Gone: The First Two Centuries of Slavery in North America (1998) 
Robin Blackburn, The Making of New World Slavery (1997). 
Kathleen Brown, Good Wives, Nasty Wenches, and Anxious Patriarchs: Gender, Race, and  

Power in Colonial Virginia (1996). 
Sylvia Frey, Water from the Rock: Black Resistance in a Revolutionary Age (1991) 
Michael Gomez, Exchanging Our Country Marks: The Transformation of African Identities in  

the Colonial and Antebellum South (1998). 
Winthrop D. Jordan, White Over Black: American Attitudes Toward the Negro, 1550-1812  

(1968) 
Russell Menard, “From Servants to Slaves: The Transformation of the Chesapeake Labor  

System,” William and Mary Quarterly (1977). 
Edmund Morgan, American Slavery, American Freedom:  The Ordeal of Colonial Virginia  

(1975). 
Philip Morgan, Slave Counterpoint: Black Culture in the Eighteenth Century Chesapeake and  

Low Country (1998). 
Sean Wilentz, ed., David Walker’s Appeal to the Coloured Citizens of the World (2000) 
 
 
Slavery in the Antebellum Period to Freedom in Reconstruction  
 
Thomas Bender, ed., The Antislavery Debate: Capitalism and Abolitionism as a Problem in 

Historical Interpretation (1992) 
Ira Berlin, Slaves No More: Three Essays on Emancipation and the Civil War (1992). 
John W. Blassingame, The Slave Community: Plantation Life in the Antebellum South (1972). 
David Blight, Race and Reunion: The Civil War in American Memory (2001) 
Elsa Barkley Brown, “Negotiating and Transforming the Public Sphere: African American  

Political Life in Transition from Slavery to Freedom,” Public Culture 7 (1994): 107-146. 
David Brion Davis, The Problem of Slavery in the Age of Revolution, 1770-1823 (1975). 
Barbara Fields, Slavery and Freedom on the Middle Ground (1985) 
Eric Foner, Reconstruction: America’s Unfinished Revolution, 1863-1877 (1988). 
Eugene Genovese, Roll Jordan Roll: The World the Slaves Made (1972). 
Paul Gilroy, “Masters, Mistresses, Slaves, and the Antinomies of Modernity” in Black Atlantic:  

Modernity and Double Consciousness (1993) 
Thomas Holt, Black over White: Negro Political Leadership in South Carolina during  

Reconstruction (1977) 
Leon Litwack, Been in the Storm So Long: The Aftermath of Slavery (1980). 
Orlando Patterson, Slavery and Social Death: A Comparative Study (1982). 
Albert Raboteau, Slave Religion: The “Invisible Institution” in the Antebellum South (1978). 
Ronald G. Walters, “The Erotic South: Civilization and Sexuality in American Abolitionism,”  

American Quarterly 25 (May 1973): 177-201. 
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The End of Reconstruction and the Emergence of Jim Crow 
 
W.E.B. DuBois, The Souls of Black Folk (1903). 
-----, Black Reconstruction in America (1935). 
Lawrence Levine, Black Culture and Black Consciousness: Afro-American Folk Thought from  

Slavery to the Present (1977). 
Leon Litwack, Trouble in Mind: Black Southerners in the Age of Jim Crow (1998). 
Howard Rabinowitz, “From Exclusion to Segregation: Southern Race Relations, 1865-1890,”  

Journal of American History 63 (September 1976): 325-350. 
C. Vann Woodward, Origins of the New South, 1877-1913 (1951). 
-----, The Strange Career of Jim Crow (1955). 
 
 
Intersections of Gender, Slavery and Jim Crow 
 
Gail Bederman, “‘Civilization’: The Decline of Middle-Class Manliness, and Ida B. Wells’s  

Antilynching Campaign (1892-1894),” Radical History Review 52 (1992): 5-30. 
Mary Frances Berry,  “Judging Morality: Sexual Behavior and Legal Consequences in Late  

Nineteenth-Century South,” Journal of American History 78 (December 1991): 835-856. 
Kathleen M. Blee, Women of the Klan:  Racism and Gender in the 1920s (1991). 
William Breen, “Black Women and the Great War: Mobilization and Reform in the South,”  

Journal of Southern History 44 (August 1974): 421-440. 
Hazel Carby, “‘On the Threshold of Woman’s Era’: Lynching, Empire, and Sexuality in Black  

Feminist Theory,” Critical Inquiry 12 (1985): 262-277. 
Glenda Gilmore, Gender and Jim Crow: Women and the Politics of White Supremacy in North  

Carolina, 1896-1920 (1996). 
Jacqueline Jones, Labor of Love, Labor of Sorrow: Black Women, Work and the Family from  

Slavery to the Present (1985). 
Tera Hunter, To ‘Joy My Freedom: Southern Black Women’s Lives and Labors after the Civil  

War (1997) 
 
 
The “New Negro,” the New Deal and Wartime Culture  
 
Karen Anderson, “Last Hired, First Fired: Black Women Workers During World War II,”  

Journal of American History 69 (June 1982): 82-97. 
Eileen Boris,  "'You Wouldn't Want One of 'Em Dancing with Your Wife': Racialized  

Bodies on the Job in World War II.”  American Quarterly  (1998): 77-108. 
Stuart Cosgrove, “The Zoot-Suit and Style Warfare,” in Jennifer Scalon, ed. The Gender 

 and Consumer Culture Reader (2000):  342-353. 
Robert Dalfiume, “The ‘Forgotten Years’ of the Negro Revolution,” Journal of American  

History 55 (1968): 90-106. 
Henry Louis Gates, “The Trope of a New Negro and the Reconstruction of the Image of  

the Black,” in Representations 24 (Fall 1988): 129-155 
James Goodman, Stories of Scottsboro (1994). 
Robin D. G. Kelley, Race Rebels:  Culture, Politics, and the Black Working Class  (1994). 
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Robert Korstad and Nelson Lichtenstein. "Opportunities Found and Lost: Labor, Radicals, and  
the Early Civil Rights Movement.” Journal of American History  (1988): 786-811. 

Walter Jackson, Gunnar Myrdal and America's Conscience: Social Engineering and  
Racial Liberalism, 1938-1987 (1990). 

David Levering Lewis, When Harlem was in Vogue (1981) 
Patricia Sullivan, Days of Hope: Race and Democracy in the New Deal Era (1996). 
 
 
Migration, Urbanization and Community Formation 
 
Hazel Carby, “Policing the Black Woman’s Body in the Urban Context,” Critical  

Inquiry 18 (Summer 1992): 738-755. 
Gilbert Osofsky, “The Enduring Ghetto,” Journal of American History 40 (September 1968). 
James Grossman, Land of Hope: Chicago, Black Southerners, and the Great Migration (1989). 
Thomas J. Sugrue, The Origins of the Urban Crisis: Race and Inequality in Postwar Detroit 

(1996) 
Andrew Wiese, “The Other Suburbanites: African American Suburbanization before 1950,”  

Journal of American History 85:4 (March 1999): 1495-1524. 
 
 
The Civil Rights Era 
 
Clayborne Carson, In Struggle: SNCC and the Black Awakening of the 1960s (1981). 
Mary Dudizak, Cold War Civil Rights: Race and the Image of American Democracy  (2000). 
Robin D.G. Kelley, “We are Not What We Seem: Rethinking Black Working Class Opposition  

in the Jim Crow South, in Charles Jones, ed., The Black Panther Party Reconsidered:  
Reflections and Scholarship (1997). 

Michael J. Klarman, "How Brown Changed Race Relations: The Backlash Thesis."  
Journal of American History (1994): 81-118. 

Tracye Matthews, “No One Ever Asks, ‘What a Man’s Role in the Revolution Is:’ Gender and  
Politics of the Black Panther Party,” in Charles Jones, ed., The Black Panther Party  
Reconsidered:  Reflections and Scholarship (1997): 267-304. 

Aldon Morris, Origins of the Civil Rights Movement: Black Communities Organizing for  
Change (1984). 

Charles Payne, I’ve Got the Light of Freedom: the Organizing Tradition and the Mississippi  
Freedom Struggle (1995) 

Judith Stein, Running Steel, Running America (1998) 
Penny Von Eschen, Race Against Empire: Black Americans and Anticolonialism, 1937-1957  

(1997) 
 
 
Ideologies of Race 
 
Elsa Barkley Brown, “’What Has Happened Here’: The Politics of Difference in Women’s  

History and Feminist Politics,” Feminist Studies 18 (Summer 1992): 295-312. 
Frantz Fanon, Black Skin, White Masks (1967). 
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Barbara Fields, “Race and Ideology in American History,” in J. Morgan Kousser and James M.  
McPherson, eds., Region, Race, and Reconstruction: Essays in Honor of C. Vann  
Woodward (1982): 143-177. 

Shelley Fisher Fishkin, “Interrogating Whiteness, Complicating Blackness: Remapping  
American Culture,” American Quarterly 47 (September 1995): 428-466.   

David Theo Goldberg, Racist Culture: Philosophy and the Politics of Meaning (1993). 
Evelyn Brooks Higginbotham.  “African American Women’s History and the Metalanguage of  

Race,” Signs 17 (1992): 251-74. 
Thomas Holt, “Marking: Race, Race-making, and the Writing of History,” American Historical  

Review (1995): 1-20. 
-----, The Problem of Race in the Twenty-First Century (2000) 
Peggy Pascoe, "Miscegnation Law, Court Cases, and Ideologies of 'Race' in Twentieth- 

Century America.”  Journal of American History  (1996): 44-69 
David Roediger, The Wages of Whiteness: Race and the Making of the American Working Class   

(1991) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


