
French History 1789-1848 &  The Development of
Capitalism

Prof. W. Sewell
Date:  December 12, 2005

The French Revolution, 1789-1815 or so

1. Baker, Keith.  Inventing the French Revolution.
2. Benjamin Constant, “Liberty of the Ancients Compared with That of the Moderns” in B.

Fontana, ed., Political Writings.
3. Furet, François.  Interpreting the French Revolution
4. Hunt, Lynn.    Politics, Culture, and Class in the French Revolution.
5. LeFebvre. The Coming of the French Revolution
6. Sièyes, l’abbé de. “What is the 3rd Estate?”
7. Soboul, Albert.  The Parisian Sans-Culottes and the French Revolution, 1793-4.
8. Toqueville, Alexis de.  The Old Regime and the French Revolution.

Some Theory useful to the French Revolution and much besides

9. Foucault, Michel. Discipline and Punish.
10. Habermas, Jürgen.  The Structural Transformation of the Public Sphere.  (selections).

The Restoration through 1852, up to the 3rd Republic

11. Agulhon, Maurice. The Republican Experiment, 1848-1852
12. Goldstein, Jan. The Post-Revolutionary Self: Politics and Psyche in France, 1750-1850

(Harvard University Press)
13. Jardin, Andre and Andre-Jean Tudesq, Restoration and Reaction, 1815-1848.
14. Kroen, Sheryl. Politics and Theater: The Crisis of Legitimacy in Restoration France.
15. Margadant, Jo Burr. “Gender, Vice, and the Political Imaginary in Postrevolutionary

France: Reinterpreting the Failure of the July Monarchy, 1830-1848” AHR 104 (1999):
1461-96.

16. Sewell, William.  Work and Revolution in France: the Language of Labor from the Old
Regime to 1848.

17. Weber, Eugen.  Peasants into Frenchmen: The Modernization of Rural France, 1870-
1914.  Stanford: Stanford University Press, 1976.

The Development of Capitalism

18. Aston and Philpin, eds., The Brenner Debate
19. Marx, Karl.  Capital (Vol. 1, selections).
20. North, Douglass Cecil, and Robert Paul Thomas. The Rise of the Western World (1973)
21. Pirenne, Henri. Medieval Cities and Mohammed and Charlemagne (1958)
22. Smith, Adam.  The Wealth of Nations.
23. Thompson, E.P.  The Making of the English Working Class.
24. Vries, Jan de.  The First Modern Economy, or other.
25. Wallerstein, Immanuel.  The Modern World-System.
26. Weber, Max.  The Protestant Ethic and the Spirit of Capitalism.


