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Orals Reading List 
Comparative Labor and Political Economy 

 
 
The Rise of Capital 
 
Adam Smith, An Inquiry into the Nature and Causes of the Wealth of Nations, ed. Edwin Cannon.   
 University of Chicago Press, 1976. 
Ferdnand Braudel, Civilization and Capitalism, 15th-18th Century, Vols. 1-3. New York, 1982- 
 1984. 
Karl Marx, Capital, v. 1. New York, 1967. 
Albert O. Hirschman, The Passions and the Interests: Political Arguments for Capitalism Before  
 its Triumph.  Princeton, 1977. 
Joyce Appleby, Capitalism and a New Social Order. New York, 1984. 
 
 
Class Formation and Wage Labor 
 
Marcus Rediker, Between the Devil and the Deep Blue Sea. New York, 1987. 
E.P. Thompson, The Making of the English Working Class. New York, 1963. 
Jeanne Boydston, Home & Work: Housework, Wages and the Ideology of Labor in the Early 
 Republic. New York, 1990. 
Sean Wilentz, Chants Democratic: New York City and the Rise of the American Working Class. 
 New York, 1984. 
Christine Stansell, City of Women: Sex and Class in New York, 1789-1860. Urbana, 1982. 
Joan Wallach Scott,  The Glassworkers of Carmaux: French Craftsmen and Political Action in a   
 Nineteenth Century City. Cambridge, 1974. 
David Roediger, The Wages of Whiteness: Race and the Making of the American Working  Class. 
 New York, 1991. 
Gareth Stedman Jones, Outcast London: A Study in the Relationship Between Classes in Victorian 
 Society. Oxford, 1971. 
E.P. Thompson, ‘Time, Work-Discipline, and Industrial Capitalism,’ Past and Present  (December 
 1967). 
Moishe Postone, Time, Labor and Social Domination. Cambridge, 1998. 
 
 
Working Class Culture 
 
Herbert Gutman, ‘Work Culture and Society in Industrializing America,’ in Work, Culture and  
 Society in Industrializing America. New York, 1973.    
William Sewell Jr., Work and Revolution in France: The Language of Labor from the Old  Regime 
 to 1848.  New York, 1980. 
E.P. Thompson, ‘The Moral Economy of the English Crowd,” Past and Present  (December 
 1967). 
Daniel T. Rodgers, The Work Ethic in Industrial America: 1850-1920. New York, 1974. 
Roy Rosensweig, Eight Hours for What We Will: Workers and Leisure in an Industrial City. New 
 York, 1983. 
Kathy Peiss, Cheap Amusements: Working Women and Leisure in Turn-of-the-Century New 
 York.  Philadelphia, 1986. 
Michael Denning, The Cultural Front: The Laboring of American Culture in the 20th Century. 
 New York, 1997. 
George Lipsitz, Rainbow at Midnight: Labor and Culture in the 1940s. Urbana, 1994. 
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Leela Fernandes.  Producing Workers: The Politics of Gender, Class and Culture in the Calcutta  
 Jute Mills. Philadelphia, 1997. 
 
 
Slavery, Emancipation, Wage Labor and Property 
 
Robin Blackburn, The Making of New World Slavery: From the Baroque to the Modern.   New 
 York, 1997. 
Edmund Morgan, American Slavery, American Freedom.  New York,1975 
Walter Johnson, Soul by Soul: Life Inside the Antebellum Slave Market. 2001. 
Ira Berlin, Many Thousands Gone: The First Two Centuries of Slavery in North America.  
 Cambridge: Belknap, 1998. 
Christopher Brown, Moral Capital: Foundations of British Abolitionism. Chapel Hill, 2006. 
Jan E. Hodgendorn and Paul E. Lovejoy, Slow Death for Slavery: The Course of Abolition in  
 Northern Nigeria, 1897-1936.  Cambridge, 1993. 
Julie Saville, The Work of Reconstruction. New York, 1996 
Leslie Schwalm, A Hard Fight for We: Women’s Transition from Slavery to Wage Work  in  
 South Carolina. Urbana, 1997. 
Thomas Holt, The Problem of Freedom: Race, Labor and Politics in Jamaica and Britain. 
 Baltimore, 1992. 
Amy Dru Stanley, From Bondage to Contract. New York, 1998. 
Moon-Ho Jung, Coolies and Cane: Race, Labor and Sugar in the Age of Emancipation. 
 Baltimore, 2006. 
Laura Edwards. Gendered Strife and Confusion: The Political Culture of Reconstruction.  Urbana,  
 1997. 
Rebecca Scott. Degrees of Freedom: Louisiana and Cuba After Slavery.  Cambridge, 2005. 
Pamela Scully and Diana Paton, Gender and Slave Emancipation in the Atlantic World. 2005. 
David Barry Gaspar and Darlene Clark Hine, Beyond Bondage: Free Women of Color in the  
 Americas. 2004. 
 
 
Gender, Labor  and Property 
 
Friedrich Engels, The Origin of the Family, Private Property, and the State. 1884. 
Joan Wallach Scott, Gender and the Politics of History. New York, 1999. 
Louise Tilly and Joan Scott, Women, Work and Family. New York, 1978 
Judith Coffin, The Politics of Women’s Work: The Paris Garment Trades, 1750-1915.  Princeton, 
 1996. 
Judith Byfield, The Bluest Hands: A Social and Economic History of Women Dyers in Abeokuta  
 (Nigeria), 1890-1940. Portsmouth, 2002. 
Venus Green, Race on the Line: Gender, Labor and Technology in the Bell System, 1880-1980. 
 Chapel Hill, 2001. 
Dorothy Sue Cobble.  Dishing it Out: Waitresses and their Unions in the Twentieth Century. 
 Urbana, 1991. 
Wendy Goldman, Women at the Gates: Gender and Industry in Stalin’s Russia. New York,  2002. 
Catherine Choy, Empire  of Care: Nurses and Migration in Filipino American History.  Durham, 
 2003. 
Ruth Milkman, Gender at Work: The Dynamics of Job Segregation by Sex During World War II, 
 Urbana, 1986. 
Dorothy Sue Cobble, The Other Women’s Movement. New York, 2001. 
Leslie Salzinger, Genders in Production: Making Workers in Mexico’s Global Factories. 
 Berkeley, 2003 
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Aihwa Ong, Spirits of Resistance and Capitalist Discipline: Factory Women in Malaysia. Albany, 
 1987. 
 
 
Colonization, Decolonization and Global Capital 
 
Sidney Mintz, Sweetness and Power.  New York, 1985 
Sven Beckert, “From Tuskegee to Togo: The Problem of Freedom in the Empire of Cotton,”  
 JAH (September 2005). 
Ann Laura Stoler, Capitalism and Confrontation in Sumatra’s Plantation Belt, 1870-1909.  New 
 Haven, 1985 
Karl Polanyi, The Great Transformation.  New York, 1944. 
Piya Chatterjee, A Time for Tea: Women, Labor and Post/Colonial Politics on an Indian  
 Plantation.  New York, 2001. 
Frederick Cooper, Decolonization and African Society: The Labor Question in French and British  
 Africa. 1996. 
Giovanni Arrighi, The Long Twentieth Century: Money, Power and the Origins of Our Time.    
 London, 1994. 
Dipesh Chakrabarty, Rethinking Working Class History: Bengal, 1890-1940. Princeton, 1989. 
Jean and John Comaroff, ‘The Madman and the Migrant: Work and Labor on the South African 
 Frontier,’ in American Ethnologist 14, 1987. 
 
 
Pre-War Trends: Unions, the State and Social Difference 
 
Selig Perlman, A History of Trade Unionism in the United States. New York, 1922. 
Christopher Tomlins, Law, Labor and Ideology in the Early American Republic.  1993. 
David Montgomery, The Fall of the House of Labor: The Workplace, The State, and American 
 Labor Activism, 1865-1925. New York, 1987. 
Martin Sklar, The Corporate Reconstruction of American Capitalism, 1890-1916: The Market, 
 The Law, and Politics. New York, 1988. 
William Forbath, Law and the Shaping of the American Labor Movement. Cambridge, 1991. 
Eileen Boris, Home to Work: Motherhood and the Politics of Industrial Homework in the United  
 States.  Cambridge, 1994. 
Irving Bernstein, The Lean Years: A History of the American Worker, 1920-1933.  Boston, 1971. 
Lizabeth Cohen, Making a New Deal: Industrial Workers in Chicago, 1919-1939.  Cambridge, 
 1990. 
Cindy Hahamovich, The Fruits of Their Labor: Atlantic Coast Farmworkers and the Making of  
 Migrant Poverty, 1870-1945.  New York, 1997. 
Robert Ziegler, The CIO, 1935-1955. Chapel Hill, 1996. 
Roger Horowitz, Negro and White, Unite and Fight: A Social History of Industrial Unionism in 
 Meatpacking, 1930-1990. Urbana, 1997. 
Boris, Eileen. ‘“You Wouldn't Want One of 'Em Dancing With Your Wife’: Racialized Bodies 
 on the Job in World War II.”  American Quarterly (March 1998). 
Steve Fraser and Gary Gerstle, The Rise and Fall of the New Deal Order, 1930-1980. Princeton,  
 1989. 
Alice Kessler-Harris, In Pursuit of Equity: The Quest for Economic Citizenship in 20th Century  
 America. New York, 2000. 
Nelson Lichtenstein, The State of the Union: A Century of American Labor. Princeton, 2002. 
Christopher Tomlins, The State and the Unions: Labor Relations, Law, and the Organized Labor 
 Movement in America, 1880-1960. Cambridge, 1985. 
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The Postwar Order: Globalization, Deindustrialization and Corporate Liberalism 
 
Harry Braverman, Labor and Monopoly Capital: The Degradation of Work in the 20th Century. 
 New York, 1974. 
Elizabeth Fones-Wolf, Selling Free Enterprise: The Business Assault on Labor and Liberalism,  
 1945-1960. Urbana, 1994. 
Mills, C. Wright, White Collar: The American Middle Classes.  New York, 1952. 
Judith Stein, Running Steel, Running America: Race, Economic Policy and the Decline of 
 Liberalism. Chapel Hill, 1998. 
Michael Hardt and Antonio Negri, Empire.  Cambridge, 2001. 
Leon Fink, The Maya of Morgantown: Work and Community in the Nuevo New South.  Chapel 
 Hill, 2003. 
Jefferson Cowie, Capital Moves: RCA’s Seventy Year Quest for Cheap Labor. Ithaca, 1999. 
Arjun Appadurai, Modernity at Large: Cultural Dimensions of Globalization. New York, 1996. 
Robert Brenner, The Economics of Global Turbulence: The Advanced Capitalist Economies from  
 Long Boom to Long Downturn, 1945-2005.  London, 2006. 
Ngai Pun, Made in China: Women Factory Workers in a Global Marketplace. Durham: Duke  
 University Press, 2005. 
Jennifer Bickham Mendez, From Revolution to the Maquiladoras: Gender, Labor and  
 Globalization in Nicaragua.  Durham, 2005. 
Frederic Jameson, Postmodernism, or, The Cultural Logic of Late Capitalism (Post- 
 Contemporary Interventions). Durham, 1991. 
David Harvey, The Condition of Postmodernity.  Malden, MA, 1991. 
Pierre Bourdieu, The Social Structures of the Economy.  Cambridge, 2005. 
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