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Evelyn Atkinson 
 

 
 
EDUCATION 
 
2013-2020 (expected)   Ph.D. History  University of Chicago, Chicago, IL 
 Dissertation:   American Frankenstein: Creating the Constitutional Corporate Person 

Committee:   Amy Dru Stanley & Jonathan Levy (Co-Chairs), Alison LaCroix,  
         Laura Weinrib, Hendrik Hartog 

2009-2012   J.D. cum laude   Harvard Law School, Cambridge, MA 
2003-2006   B.A. Liberal Arts  Sarah Lawrence College, Bronxville, NY 
 
PUBLICATIONS 
 
“Shareholders, Coolies, and Slaves: Corporations Claim Equal Protection,” Journal of the Civil War 
Era (forthcoming) (peer-reviewed). 
 
“Creating the Reasonable Child: Risk, Responsibility, and the Attractive Nuisance Doctrine,” 
Journal of Law & Social Inquiry 42 (2017): 1122–1154 (peer-reviewed). 
 
“Kevin Butterfield, The Making of Tocqueville’s America: Law and Association in the Early United States” 
(Book Review), Law and History Review 35 (2017): 261-263. 
 
“Out of the Household: Master-Servant Relations and Employer Liability Law,” 25 Yale Journal of 
Law & Humanities 205 (2013). 
 
 “Abnormal Persons or Embedded Individuals? Tracing the Development of Informed Consent 
Regulations for Abortion,” 34 Harvard Journal of Law & Gender 617 (2011). 
 
FELLOWSHIPS & AWARDS 
 
American Bar Foundation/National Science Foundation Doctoral Fellowship in Law & 
Inequality, American Bar Foundation, Chicago, IL (2018-20). 
 
Bradley Fellow, George J. Stigler Center for the Study of the Economy and the State, Booth 
School of Business, University of Chicago (2017-2018). 
 
Fishel-Calhoun Article Prize, Society for Historians of the Gilded Age and Progressive Era, for 
“The Burden of Taking Care: Attractive Nuisance Lawsuits and the Safety First Movement” 
(2018). 
 
Fellow, William Nelson Cromwell Foundation Early Career Scholar Fellowship, American 
Society for Legal History (2017-2018). 
 
J. Austin Kerr Prize Honorable Mention, The Business History Conference, for “Popular 
Sovereignty and Railroad Regulation: The Saga of the West Wisconsin Railroad,” Denver, CO 
(2017). 
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Graduate Student Paper Competition Prize, for “The Burden of Taking Care: Attractive 
Nuisance Lawsuits and the Safety First Movement.” Journal of Law & Social Inquiry, American Bar 
Foundation (2016). 
 
Invited Participant, The Tobin Project Prospectus Development Workshop, The Tobin Project, 
Boston, MA (2016). 
 
Invited Participant, Student Research Colloquium, American Society for Legal History Annual 
Conference, Denver, CO (2014). 
 
Writing Prize in Law & Social Change, for “Out of the Household: Master-Servant Relations and 
Employer Liability Law,” Harvard Law School, Cambridge, MA (2012). 
 
Student Note Competition Prize, for “Abnormal Persons or Embedded Individuals? Tracing the 
Development of Informed Consent Regulations for Abortion,” Harvard Journal of Law & Gender, 
Harvard Law School, Cambridge, MA (2011). 
 
Fellow, Project on the Foundations of Private Law, Harvard Law School, Cambridge, MA (2011-
2012). 
 
Fellow, Chayes International Public Service Fellowship, Harvard Law School, Cambridge, MA 
(2010). 
 
Recipient of the Ministry of Education Chinese Language Fellowship, International Chinese 
Language Program, Taipei, Taiwan (2006-2007). 
 
ACADEMIC CONFERENCES AND PAPER PRESENTATIONS 
 
“Shareholders, Coolies, and Slaves: Corporations Claim Equal Protection,” Paper presented to 
the Midwest Law & Society Retreat, Madison, WI, 26-27 October 2018. 
 
“Shareholders, Coolies, and Slaves: Corporations Claim Equal Protection,” Paper presented to 
the American Bar Foundation Legal History Workshop, Chicago, IL, 23 May 2018. 
 
“Shareholders, Coolies, and Slaves: Corporations Claim Equal Protection,” Paper presented to 
the Many Fourteenth Amendments Conference, University of Miami, Miami, FL, 1-3 March 
2018. 
 
“Like a Good Neighbor: Mental Anguish Claims against Telegraph Corporations,” Paper 
Presented to the Organization of American Historians Annual Conference, New Orleans, LA, 5-9 
April 2017. 
 
“Popular Sovereignty and Railroad Regulation: The Saga of the West Wisconsin Railroad,” 
Paper Presented to the Business History Conference, Denver, CO, 30 March – 1 April 2017. 
 
“Creating the Reasonable Child: Risk, Responsibility, and the Attractive Nuisance Doctrine,” 
Paper Presented to the Midwest Law & Society Retreat, Madison, WI, 18-19 October 2016. 
 
“When Will the Mischief End? Corporation as Person and Citizen in Nineteenth Century 
American Law,” Paper Presented to the Law in the History of Capitalism Conference, American 
Bar Foundation, Chicago, IL, 27-28 June 2016. 
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“Pratt v. Davis and the Origins of Informed Consent,” Paper Presented to the University of 
Chicago Graduate History Presentation Extravaganza, Chicago, IL, 5 June 2015. 
 
 “The Telegraph Cases: Family, Technology, and Corporate Responsibility,” Paper Presented to 
the American Society for Legal History Graduate Student Workshop, Denver, CO, 6 Nov. 2014. 
 
 “Pratt v. Davis and the Origins of Informed Consent,” Paper Presented to the Midwest Law & 
Society Retreat, Madison, WI, 24 October 2014. 
 
“The Right to Bodily Integrity: Expanding Rights Discourse and the Creation of Informed 
Consent,” Paper Presented to the Northwestern University Chabraja Center for Historical 
Studies, Law in Action Conference, Chicago, IL, 18 April 2014. 
 
 “Out of the Household: Master-Servant Relations and Employer Liability Law,” Paper 
Presented to the Law & Society Mid-Atlantic Conference, Philadelphia, PA, 19 October 2012. 
 
 “Abnormal Persons or Embedded Individuals? Tracing the Development of Informed Consent 
Regulations for Abortion,” Paper Presented to the Harvard Journal of Law & Gender Annual 
Conference, Cambridge, MA, April 2011. 
 
TEACHING EXPERIENCE 
 
Spring 2017  Teaching Assistant, History of Black Chicago Prof. Adam Green 
Spring 2016   Teaching Assistant, History of Capitalism Prof. Jonathan Levy 
Winter 2016  Teaching Intern, America in World Civilization Prof. Amy Dru Stanley 
Winter 2016   Teaching Assistant, US Labor History  Prof. Amy Dru Stanley 
Fall 2015  Teaching Assistant, US Legal History  Prof. Amy Dru Stanley 
 
EMPLOYMENT 
 
June-Dec. 2015   Research Assistant  Prof. Alison LaCroix, University  
        of Chicago Law School,  

Chicago, IL 
 
March-May 2015  Legal Researcher  Law Students for Reproductive 

Justice, Oakland, CA 
 

August-October 2014  Researcher   Office of Development,  
University of Chicago 
Chicago, IL 
 

Aug. 2012–Aug. 2013  Law Clerk   Judge Nanette Laughrey, 
Western District of Missouri, 
Jefferson City, MO 

 
 Aug.-Dec. 2011  Legal Intern   Legal Services Center,  

Jamaica Plain, MA 
 
May-July 2011   Legal Intern   ACLU Women’s Rights Project,  

New York, NY 
 
Aug.-Dec. 2010   Legal Intern   Greater Boston Legal Services,  
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        Boston, MA 
 
June-Aug. 2010   Legal Intern   Center for Human Rights,  

Santiago, Chile 
 
June 2007-July 2009  English Editor   Taipei Economic & Cultural  

Office, New York, NY 


